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On the waterfront: the micro
compact home is designed
for short-stay living
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They’re economic, eco-friendly ar#;yrto assemble. Step inside
the smart structures?_esigned to make anywhere feel like home
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Dovetailing with rapid advances in technology,
prefab architecture promised to revolutionise home
construction, not just for far-flung destinations but
for the average family. American mail-order busi-
ness Sears, Roebuck and Company sold more than
70,000 kit homes between 1908 and 1940. That
egalitarian ideal — how to make quality residential
architecture accessible to everyone — and the design
challenge it posed proved irresistible to architects
such as Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Neutra, Eero
Saarinen and Charles and Ray Eames.

For many years prefab architecture seemed like
a vestige of mid-century optimism. A daring build-
ing such as Moshe Safdie’s Habitat 67 in Montreal
seemed like the perfect backdrop for couture fash-
ion shoots, but hardly a viable solution to today’s
housing needs.

Yet modern-day architects haven’t abandoned
the vision of prefab, and designers are counting on
the promise of digital technology and green initia-
tives to realise their goal — and provide affordable
housing for overpopulated and developing coun-
tries. At a time when we are keenly aware of our
environmental footprint, prefab offers a sustain-
able, environmentally friendly response to global
housing needs. Prefab architecture reduces waste
and construction times, and is commonly crafted
from recycled and reclaimed materials.

Among today’s pioneering companies, North
America’s Homb produces 100-square-foot, trian-
gular-shaped configurable modules that resemble
a honeycomb, offering endless interlocking combi-
nations. Like a number of other prefab companies,
Homb uses green materials and practices designed
to achieve the platinum rating of the United States
Green Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) programme.

Prefab’s potential to address humanitarian
problems came to light recently when actor Brad
Pitt’s Make It Right Foundation unveiled a series
of innovative and aesthetically daring homes for
New Orleans residents displaced by Hurricane
Katrina. The foundation commissioned 13 architec-
tural firms to design affordable, super-green houses
for the returning residents of the devastated Lower
Ninth Ward. The FLOAT House, created by Pritzker
Prize-winning architect Thom Mayne, consists of
prefabricated panels and a polystyrene foam base,
and is designed to remain buoyant in the event of
a flood. The avant-garde house, designed to achieve
LEED certification, can be mass-produced to meet
the needs of other flood-prone, low-income areas.

Affordable, state-of-the-art prefab homes are
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The honeycomb-like
Homb (above) uses
100-square-foot units
that can be arranged
in different ways

JEMNEEEMHombES
B (@) - LS EmHR
100 IRAVER (i i
R - TR EEE

being purchased by design cognoscenti worldwide.
In Europe, the micro compact home (m-ch) devel-
oped by the Technical University in Munich and
launched in Germany in 2005, has been a huge suc
cess. Like the architectural version of the smart car,
the homes resemble a tiny cube with dimensions of
just 2.6 metres. Manufactured in an Austrian fac-
tory and inspired by aviation and automotive design,
the homes can be sited virtually anywhere in the
world and cost about €38,000 (about HK$400,000)
including delivery and installation.

A number of retail companies sell affordable
prefab homes. In Japan, Muiji, the popular retailer
of addictively simple designs, has launched the
Kazuhiko Namba-designed Infill house which can
be ordered and customised online. North Ameri-
can furniture retailers Blu Dot and Design Within
Reach have both introduced prefab architecture
to their customers. Of course, Ikea, the Swedish
retailer of affordable, fast design, got there first,
premiering the BoKlok prefab home in Sweden in
1997. It has since sold more than 2,c00.

With advances in green construction and soft-
ware design, and a generation of global thinkers
dedicated to the original vision, the future of prefab
appears to be impressive. It may take a few more
years, but that high-tech holiday house in the trop-
ics could be closer than you think.

Photos. Homb: skylab architecture_aldr. FLOAT House: Iwan Baan. Habitat 67: Michael Harding — Arcaid/Corbis.

Compact home (previous page): Sascha Kletzsch
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Foundation for success:
FLOAT House (above
right) is built to survive
flooding
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Habitat 67 (below)
shapes up nicely
in Montreal

HRERSTEN
Habitat 67 (THE) 2
—ERZEEMNEE

TR SR A e A B RO T B P B - 7E
R LR W B B R 2 2 - WA Brad PittiiMake It
Right FoundationZsfili 9 5¢ B iy 5¢ B2k b — b B
STt o RS G 7 s R Al SR )RR G T — 4k
TP SRR 3t + 2 6 1 T IR 32 i T HIHE I Lower
Ninth Ward i/ BB (8 A - 3 37 2% vd H S a8 12
Thom Maynefff#E:2{fEFLOAT House$f H A Bz
BRI — (B L I AR » 51t L A R U o 7 < K
T i et i i - FF G LEE Dallii » W LK Rt e » (I
ERTE AL SZ Ky STt 1 IR A S

EERA A BT SRR L T TR A B SRt — i
B SR - TERCH - 3¥E E Technical Universityff
FIVDEER (m-ch) 1220055 76 REHE 2 K 2K
e R ST Tsmart cary + ERISETTHNER
e - AT 2,628 » SRRIE TEAS L RBERIV TR -
AN SRR TR R P B BRAT: {7y AL - 441
#538,000MKIE (41400,000HE 7T » HIMELLRIAIHELY) -

% SR F A AR HE AR U AU - fE R A
S5 0 AT 44 7 06 10 0 A R B R R RO
B In fi115 7 o B vl % 2 006 E) R 4 B0 i AL
Bl 1 JbFFHKHEEWBlu DotHDesign Within
Reach i Zs i ¢ A1 51 - DU FEE GG T 5
FHAW A SE AT ENE - Ft19 974 L1 R HiL i 1Y
BoKlok#i# il » B4 U HIE M2,000% -

VAl 5 et S B A o - e R P L
BREF 2 3 A5 2 ] v SR AR B S - Heg I A St
S8 - A BT U S B AT — TS BB A RE B - R
SEWAEIREH] - {HJE — R @ it g b - m

JUNE 2010 DISCOVERY 45



